Redwoods Hotel

1926
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
BUILDER/ARCHITEQ®hn Tourtellotte/Frank Hummel
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of early twentieth century hotel architecture, reflectingsaphisticated design and use of construction
material. Designed by the Portland architectural firm of Tourte#l@ind Hummel, the Redwoods Hotel
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throughoutthe northwest and used the most modern methods and materials available in the decade for
the construction of the Redwoods Hotel; the structure is composed entirely of reinforced concrete, and
all exterior décor cast in concrete.

For the community of @nts Pass, the Redwoods Hotel is evidence of the towns busy tourist
years, when the Redwood Highway to the coast and the Oregon Caves brought thousands of tourists
each summer and fall through the crossroads community. The Redwoods Highway and thechetel w
building at the same time, and the hotel took its name from the road which meant economic and social
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the failure of the stock marketlts promoter left the area and a series of owners followed. In spite of
many year®f use as a residence hotel, the structure retains its architectural integrity. The Redwoods



hotel is located in central downtown Grants Pass and the main street still takes thousfanalselers
by the hotel on their journey to the Oregon coast.

In July, 1926, the local paper noted the opening of a new hotel.
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from Grants Pass and from neighborindgest The Caves Grotto banquet room was
filled with fully 100guestsLINB & &'y i X &

The event culminated several years of planning. Mr. Al J. Martineau, a ten year associate of the
Imperial Hotel in Portland began a plan to raise money for a new hotebint§&sPass. Family
associations with the Metschans of Portland and Eastern Oregon gave him access to funding. Toward
the end of 1924, Mr. Martineau engaged the services of John E. Tourtelleotte and Frank K. Hummel,
Portland architects. The firm was ady at work on the Lithia Springs Hotel in Ashland and
consultation trips to Grants Pass were convenient. On February 5, 1925, the Grants Pass Courier
announced: FIRST UNIT OF NEW JOSEPHINE HOTEL TO RISE SOON. The article explained,

G ¢ KS K2 LISRasshE albWio peiraalized for with the return of Al J. Martineau last
night and the arrival this morningf John E. Tourtellotte fromdPtland, news of the immediate
construction of the first skstory unit of the Josephine Hotel has been announced thie
expenditure of $120,000. Construction will start immediately . . . the new unit will be
completed by July 1, to care for the tourist travel which is expected to reach immense
proportions during the summer and fall.

Within a month the paper publigd a photograph of the rendering submitted by Tourtellotte
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and the complete remodeling of the old Josephine Hotel alreadyxistence.The preparation bthe

! Grants Pas€ourier,July 27, 1926

2 Grants Pass Courier, February 5, 1925
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land just north of the old hotdbegan and suddenly Mr. MartindaQa LJ | YY SR FAY I YOALl £ 0
disappeared. Six months later the local paper again announced the construction of the new hotel. This

time the name was changed to the Redwoods Hotel@rfdS [ dzYo SNXY Sy Qa ¢ NMzA G / 2 @
underwrote the bond issue of $95,080.

NEW SIX STORY REDWOODS HOTEL SOON TO RISE IN GRANTS PASS ON SITE OCCUPI
BY JOSEPHINE
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compare favorably with any other hotel along the line of the Pacific and Redwood

Highway. . . Thedight of the building will enable it to be seen from all approaches to

the city and now that the Redwood Highway is nearing completion, the city of Grants

Pas will be able to take care of its guests in a manner befitting its renowned
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On November 2, 1925 the contracts were awarded and R.l. Stuart, of Medford, Oregon was
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of the steel reinforced, poureth-place concrete building. His firm, established early in the twentieth
century in Medford had built the Medford City Hall, the Medford High School, Natatorium, Craterian

Theatre, Jackson Hotahd Elks Temple.

After six months intensive work, the first unit of the Redwoods Hotel was completed and ready
to open.

When Mr. Martineau selected the architectural firm of Tourtellotte and Hummel he chose a
prominent and well qualified organizatiomt the time of his death, Mr. Tourtellotte and his firm had
been responsible for thirtfive (35) educational buildings and fifteen (15) hotels in Oregon and ldaho.
Numerous public institutions and private homes had also been completed.

GL oSy lin 1890, a.fetvinandhs after Idaho had become a state. | was twenty
one and for the first year or two | did contracting. In 1892, | opened an office there.

The first building of any size thidrew plans for and supervised was a high school in

Boise. .°

Until 1912 his firm was called J.E. Tourtellotte and Company. In 1903 he had begun working
with a partner, Charles f. Hummel, (185%39). They worked together for many years and in 1912,
FFAGSNI FAYAAKAY I (GKS LRI Kaéne yds thanged tolTdutellotefand & . 2 A4S =
Hummel. During the years in Boise, many buildings were designed throughout Idaho. Among them

% Grants Pas€ourier October 25, 1925
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Ibid.
® Conversation with Robert Stuart, grandson of Richard Irwin Stuart, March 14, 1979
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were the ldaho State Capitol, the Administration Building at the University of Idaho at Moscow, St.
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In 1922, J.E. Tourtellotte opened an office in Portland with Frank K. Hummel, a son of Charles
Hummel. Mr. Frank K. Hummel worked in that office until it closed in approximately 1934. He returned
to Boise and worked in thBoise office until his death in 1961. Mr. Tourtellotte remained active in the
Portland office until 1930 when he retired. He lived in Portland until his death in®.939

During the Portland years the firm designed the North Bend Hotel, the Lithia Spiateisat Ashland,
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County Courthouse at Roseburg. At the time of his death, Mr. Toutellotte was completing the Linn

County Courthouse at Albarly.

Correspondence with Charles F. Hummel, architect, and nephew of Frank K. Hummel, revealed
the following:
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design and the drawings are the work of Frank Hummel. The designilar $ih some
respects to several other hotel projects during that period’ . .

Architecturally the Redwoods Hotel retains its integrity of design and construction. Alterations
to the exterior have consisted of repairs made after its fifty (50) yearassehotel. Specific changes
have been previously described. In 1975 the old brick portion of the complex, formerly known as the
Josephine Hotel burned and was totally destroyed. The unit designed by Tourtellotte and Hummel was
not seriously damaged up with the loss of so much of the complex could not be continued as a hotel.
Its purchase by the current owners has led to a new use for the building. When the Redwoods Hotel
opened in 1926 it offered fortfive (45) rooms to visitors. Several timegear suites were opened by
salesmen exhibiting goods to local merchants for purchase. The ground floor of the hotel held several
store spaces which were offered to the community:
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rented as soon as desirable tenants can be secured, Al J. Martineau stated today. The
store rooms are among the most attractive ones in the city and Mr. Martineau expects
fAGGHES GNRdzotS Ay 3ASGaAY3I KAIK Oflaa Sadlof

The owners have changed the upper floors from hotel rooms to offices in their plans, but the
lower floor will remain in use as commercial space and currently houses their appliance business. The

" Others include the Eastman Building, Boise, the Y.MaD@\Carnegie Library, Boise, Idaho State Penitentiary,

State Technical College, Pocatello, Gooding College Building, Gooding, Idaho.

8 Obituary, PortlandQregonian May 10, 1939

° Others include the Pilot Butte Inn at Bend, selected by A.I.A. in 1980easf 20 finest buildings in Oregon,

Marcus Whitman Hotel in Walla Walla, Gresham High School and schools in Ontario, Clackamas, Enterprise, North
Powder, Haines, Nyssa, Warrenton, Wasco and Medford.

1% Correspondence with Charles F. Hummel, Boise, Iddacsh 19, 1979 (copy included)

" Grants Pas€ourier June 3, 1926




interior of the structure has been changed gradually in @wpace due to adapted use, but it continues

as a building with completcommunity access and its sifigance to the town of Grants Palsas not

been lessenedIt was built during a flourishing time, when tourists flocked over the Redwood Highway

to the wast and stopped at the hotel on their way. Community use at that time was limited to the
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planned use, the town will have increased access to the buildingwhany residents have not entered

for over twenty (20) years.

Together, the Redwoods Hot@edwood Towers) and the Lithia Springs Hotel (Mark Antony)
provide southern Oregon with two fine examples of the work of Tourtellotte and Hummel and
accurately eflect a time when Ashland and Grants Pass were growing, prosperous and welcoming
tourists. Both towns continue to do so, and their hotels continue to have a purpose fifty (50) years after
their construction.



Major Bibliographical References

Architect and Engineer137:55, June 1939

Correspondence, Arthur J. Martineau, Milwaukie, Oregon, March 10, 1979

Correspondence, Charles F. Hummel, Boise, Idaho, March 19, 1979

Grants Pas€ourier(various issues)

GLYLINB&aaArzya 2F (GKS w2 debdyOrdgondHistgrical Sodiety NdderiRbe{22, O1 f S& =
1923

G2 AGKSex | SyNR® . A23INY LIKAOLIE B5A0GA2YIENE 2F ! YSN&A

Geographical Data

The Redwoods Hotel is located in Township 36 South, Range 5 West, Section 17 in Gradtedrass,
It stands in Block 32 on lots 11 and 12. The Tax Lot is 11300.

The Josephine Hotel

Built in 1893, the Josephine Hotel was modern and convenient to the railroad traveler. Eventually it was
the first building in Grants Pass to be equipped wiéls for cooking and heating. Before central heating



arrived, many of the rooms had wood burning heating stoves. Notice all the chimneys around the edge

of the roof. In 1925 plans were announced for a six (6) story addition next door. With the opéning

the Redwood Highway from San Francisco to Grants Pass, the Josephine was renamed the Redwoods
Hotel. On April 13, 1975 the interior of the original building was gutted by fire and even though the

outside brick walls still stood, the decision was maaléhe whole edifice. It stood on the northwest
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The Josephine/Redwoods Hotel

~ AT

L _r..,.. E'

/ﬁl \&= ¢




